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Yes! Families Wanted
If there is one thing that 

bothers me about the shindig, it is 
the misconception that it is only for 
“young people.”  I can only speak for 
the shindigs that we have put on 
(Mississippi and Pennsylvania) when 
I say that we want to encourage a 
family atmosphere.  However, we 
have been to the other shindigs, and 
I would 
think 
they 
would 
say the 
same 
thing.  
Yes, 
there are 
a lot of 
young 
people 
at these 
events, 
but there 
are more children under the age of 
12 than any other age group.  It is 
such a wonderful scene to see 
families meeting familes and making 
lasting friendships.  Yes, we have 
seen many marriages in the last few 
years because of people meeting at 
shindigs.  But, even if you don’t find 
a mate at a shindig, you will 
hopefully find life long friends.  

When our family first went to a 
shindig, our oldest was twelve years 
old.  We obviously didn’t go to find a 
mate for our daughter.  We wanted to 
connect with other families that have 
the same goals and desires as we 

have.  We found those families in 
abundance and plan on meeting more!  
We found that our children didn’t really 
have many friends, and the shindig 
was a way to make their “pond” a little 
bigger.  

In the world’s system, the child 
goes to school and makes friends with 
people the parents may never meet.  

Even in the 
church, we 
divide the 
parents 
from the 
children.  
Youth 
groups are 
created, 
and parents 
are dis-
couraged 
from 
attending.  
Once again, 

parents hardly ever know who their 
children’s friends are.  With the 
shindig, we can not only see our 
children’s friends, but we can also 
have a relationship with their parents.  
If there is a problem, the famlies can 
come together, and come to a good 
understanding.  It is nice to have other 
families that understand and respect 
your convictions and not work against 
them, as the world, and sometimes 
even the church, does.  So, Yes! 
families are more than welcome to join 
us at the shindig.

Fellowship Everywhere
Fellowship is an important part of 

the Christian walk.  We are told in 
Hebrews 10:25,  “Not forsaking the 
assembling of ourselves together, as the 
manner of some is; but exhorting one 
another: and so much more, as ye see 
the day approaching.”   Now, I’m not 
going to get into whether this is telling us 
we need to “go to church” on Sunday.  
What I 
know for 
sure is 
that it is 
good for 
us to 
gather 
together 
and 
exhort 
one 
another. 
The 
previous 
verse 
tells us that we need to consider one 
another to provoke unto love and to good 
works.  Now, how can we do that if we 
don’t see each other!   

When the original shindigs started, 
they were huge.  There were so many 
people everywhere, and it was very 
difficult to get to know others.  Then the 
“mini” shindigs came about, and they 
were much smaller, giving you a chance 
to really connect with people.  Well, since 
those “mini” shindigs began, we have 
seen these “Days of Fellowship” come 
into being.  These were even smaller 
(maybe?) and more regional.  This was 

more of a chance to get to know 
people in your area, and it has been 
a huge success.  We’ve seen these 
pop up in Kentucky, Tennessee, 
Virgina, Texas, Ohio, and Louisiana.  

These events should not 
replace your local fellowship/church, 
but it is good to get together with 
people of like mind from around the 

country and 
region.
The one 
thing we 
have 
learned in 
the last few 
years is that 
there are 
many 
hurting 
people out 
there, even 
in the 
home-

school community.  People have 
marriage issues, questions about 
their children, and so on.  The body 
of Christ should be a great place for 
help on all kinds of issues.  

It is really easy to find a Day of 
Fellowship near you, and if you can’t 
find one, then we can help you start 
one.  

You can go to 
www.FellowshipDays.com to see if 
there is one near you or to put one on 
yourself.  

Michael Charleston Michael Charleston
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Oil of Gladness
According to Hebrews 1:9 and 

Isaiah 61:3, Jesus is anointed with 
the oil of gladness above his fellows.  
He was the most joyful, glad, 
thankful, happy person that ever 
lived.  Yes, he was the man of 
sorrows also, but I believe that was 
when he was taking our sin to the 
cross. (Isaiah 53)  He lived a pure 
and holy life, not touched by sin.  We 
can’t even imagine a life like that.  
We can taste a 
little bit of that 
down here now 
that we are freed 
from sin, and 
alive unto God.  
But, to know a 
whole life without 
sin would be 
amazing!  Jesus 
came to set us 
free and to give 
us life!  

At Bible 
study the other day, we were 
discussing if we could walk closer to 
the Lord than Adam did in the 
garden.  Adam didn’t know what sin 
was, and he walked with the Lord in 
the cool of day.  We have the Spirit 
of the living God dwelling in us.  We 
have access to the throne room of 
God.  I suppose Adam could have 
had a closer walk, only becasue he 
knew nothing of sin.  However, I 
think it’s close.  The point is that we 
are freed from this world.  We are to 
be like Christ and be full of joy.  In 
fact, joy is part of the fruit of the 

Spirit.  We don’t try and make fruit, it is 
something that happens because we 
are Christians.  So, what are some 
reasons that we are lacking joy in our 
lives?

     Manmade Standards

If there is a lack of joy in your 
life, it might be becasue you are trying 
to please someone or something.  We 

join groups 
and try to 
meet to 
standards 
that others 
have in the 
group.   
Some of 
these 
things can 
be good if 
they come 
from a 
realtionship 
with the 

Lord and built upon conviction.  For 
example, say one decides to not have 
a television in their home.  That is all 
well and good if it comes from the Lord 
leading that person.  However, if you 
throw out the television becasue your 
church or friends say you should, you 
are now trying to please man.  We 
have way too many people in churches 
today “trying” to live up to a standard 
that is put upon them.  Trying to please 
men, church, or an orginization will 
leave you frustated, unfulfilled, and 
joyless.

Unthankful

Being unthankful is a sign that 
you believe you deserve something 
better. We can easily take things for 
granted and start to expect things from 
people or God.  If you look at Romans 
chapter one carefully, you will notice 
that before Paul goes into his long list 
of sins, there are two sins that most 
people overlook.  Verse 21 says, 
“when they knew God, they glorified 
him not as God, neither were thankful.” 
They did not glorify God, and they 
were not thankful.  Be assured that 
when we stop glorifying God and being 
thankful, sin is not too far behind.

I have never met a thankful 
person that wasn’t also joyful. Having 
an “attitude of gratitude” is probably 
the best way to find joy.  When you are 
full of thanks, you start to really 
appreciate all the things and people 
around you, and it might even put a 
smile on your face. 

     Need to Get Saved?

It is not my intention to judge 
anyone’s salvation.  Having said that, 
we must be honest with ourselves and 
look in the mirror when we ask, “Who 
am I?”  Joy is a part of the fruit of the 
Spirit.  Now when we talk about fruit, a 
lot of people will take each attribute as 
an individiual fruit.  But the Bible 
doesn’t say that.  God lumps love, joy, 
peace, longsuffering, gentleness, 

goodness, faith, meekness, and 
temperance all together as a single 
fruit.

Who produces the fruit?  Do 
we? Or does the Spirit? An apple 
tree does not produce oranges, and 
an orange tree does not produce 
apples.  We all know that very well, 
however when it comes to spiritual 
things we get all confused and make 
all kinds of excuses.  A “Spirit tree” 
isn’t going to produce the works of 
the flesh.  A “Spirit tree” will produce 
the fruit of the Spirit.  An apple tree 
does not even try to produce apples, 
but it just does becasue that is what 
it is.  Maybe part of the frustration is 
that a person who is not born of the 
Spirit is trying to produce the fruit of 
the Spirit.  Christians produce the 
fruit of the Spirit becasue they are 
Christ’s.  He does the work in us, and 
it should be obvious. 

This is not to condemn those 
that are lacking in joy, but we need to 
find out why there is a lack.  It could 
be as simple as giving up manmade 
standards and serving Christ only. Or 
we need to become more thankful.  
Or maybe you need to give up on 
your pride and cease from dead 
works and be born again. 

“Finally,brethrenn, whatsoever 
things are true, honest, just, pure, 
lovely, good report; if there be any 
virtue, and if there be any praise, 
think on these things.”

Michael Charleston
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Upcoming Events

Shindigs 2020:
Pennsylvania Shindig
East Texas Shindig
South Dakota Shindig
Mississippi Shindig
Florida Shindig

Days of Fellowship
Central Texas
Living Waters Louisiana
North Texas
Ragley Louisiana
Virgina/Kentucky/Tennesee    Check Website     
FellowshipDays.com

May 7-10
May 8-14

September 10-13
October 1-4

January 2021

February 15
February 29

March 28
April 18

 

It has been many years since 
the first shindig at Big Sandy, Texas. 
We have seen many good things 
come from the shindigs throughout 
the years.  There have also been 
some sad stories.  As with any big 
gathering of people, we are going to 
have diverse beliefs.  I think it is 
good for all of us to be exposed to 
differing ideas and convictions.  We 
live in a world where we are not 
always going to 
agree with each 
other, and we must 
learn how to deal 
with each other 
with respect.  
People are 
naturally going to 
be attracted to be 
with others with 
similar lifestyles 
and belief 
systems, and we 
tend to avoid those 
that disagree with us because it is 
easier to live that way.  

In 1 Corinthians 11:17, Paul 
talks about the divisions that are in 
the church.  He is going to spend a 
lot of time correcting the believers 
about living in unity and preferring 
one another.  Now I know that Paul 
is specifically talking about a local 
church gathering, but I think we can 
take this and see how we should 
treat our fellow believers also.  In big 
gatherings, like shindigs, there are 

bound to be differences.  Should we 
spend our time correcting one another?  
We don’t know everything, so learning 
something new, or being challenged 
about something we believe is good for 
us.  I have grown tremendously by 
having discussions with people who 
differ from me.  Having said that, we 
could spend our days trying to be the  
“theology police,” and end up making 
everyone avoid us.

Is 
there a time 
to go our 
own ways 
and 
separate?  
Yes indeed!  
There are 
times when 
people are 
trying to 
argue, 
debate, and 
be divisive. 

Romans 16:17 tells us to “mark” and 
“avoid” those that cause divisions and 
offences contrary to the doctrine that 
you have learned.  There is a big 
difference in having some different 
thoughts about issues, but it is another 
thing to cause division by pulling us 
away from Christ.  Not everyone at 
these events are “with us,” so we must 
put on discernment.  We are to love 
one another, but there must be a time 
where we do not have anything to do 
with those that are contrary to what we 
have learned.

Division?

Michael Charleston
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